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ABO U T M E Michelle Honnold

Coming from the small town of Effingham llinois,
| have found that Niitsu was an ideal place for me
to have my first experiences living abroad. | grew up
in a family of five. My father is a bank examiner
and my mother a nurse. My older brother is a horse
- shoer in a suburb of Chicago, and my youngersisiter
is a seventeen - year - old high schoo! student.

| have been interested in living abroad for years,
but due to school, this was my first opportunity to do
s0. Japan was the first foreign country for me to visit.
Since my move to Japan though, | have had the ch -
ance to visit Thailand, Singapore and China.

| received my Bachelor’'s degree in English/Literature
at a small college in Illinois. | then received my Ma -
ster’s degree in Indiana. During my graduate studies,

| taught composition classes. Soon | developed an in -
terest in coming to Japan, because many of my students
were Japanese exchange students. | enjoyed the work
and decided to find a job in Japan.

My family was very supportive of my decision, and
actually quite excited that | would have an opportunity
to live and work in a foreign country. But they were
a little sad and worried. My parents have been the
biggest influence in my life. They have always been
emotionally and financially supportive of the goals |
have chosen to pursue.
| wouldn’t have accompli -
shed what | have, acade -
mically and socially,
without their constant enc -
ouragement and support.
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Think Globally, Act Locally.
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